LA ROCHELLE
kingdom. After those first steps, and while a naval guerrilla
was taking shape against the English at Re, Richelieu sent
an emissary to buy thirty new pinnaces at Bayonne, and
commandeered all the rowing vessels of the Garonne and
the Dordogne.
At last, on July 29, Louis xni was strong enough to rise
from his bed, and Richelieu could inform him of events,
and of the steps he had so far taken. He knew that if the
citizens of La Rochelle had not yet gone over to the English,
it was simply because they felt they would be more secure
once Buckingham had made himself completely master of
Re. Moreover, Huguenot emissaries and envoys of Bucking-
ham were insolently calling on the King to raze Fort Louis,
and at that price purchase the departure of the English
fleet. The malice, or hypocrisy, was childish; the demoli-
tion of the fort would sanction the permanent sacrifice of
the town, by delivering the Huguenots from the menace it
held over them. The Protestants had rushed into civil war,
with foreign support. The unity of France was at stake,
and all the kingdom's resources would be devoted to the
cause if necessary, but La Rochelle had to be taken and
the Protestant revolt crushed.
It took five months to organise the expedition. Things
were becoming grave at Fort Saint-Martin. The food
pinnaces could not always make landings; the English
fleet tightened the blockade; the beleaguered men, short
of bread and drinking-water, were at the end of their
tether. La Rochelle was now in avowed rebellion, and had
signed a treaty of alliance with England. From day to
day the fall of the fort and the occupation of the whole
island of Re were expected. When that happened, La
Rochelle would become impregnable,
On October 12 Richelieu and Louis xni came to take
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